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attractions
galore

Miami will dazzle your senses in so many ways. 
From exotic botanical gardens and houses made of coral 
to stunning Art Deco architecture and airboats blasting 
through the sawgrass—this is a city full of contrasts.

GoGayMiami.com 



As if sunny tropical weather and sandy beaches 
weren’t enough, there’s a whole lot more to enjoy 
about Greater Miami. Take time to experience its 
lush botanical gardens, animal-themed parks, unique 
historic landmarks and Everglades wilderness.

There are a million and one ways to spend 
a day in Greater Miami and the Beaches. 
With nature providing the brilliant subtropical 
backdrop, the area’s parks, animal-themed 
attractions and historic sites add drama and 
delight to any vacation experience. Below 
are a few of Miami’s jewels.

America’s Trusted Tours and  
Attractions of Miami
800/213-2474
www.TrustedTours.com/Store/ 
Miami-C84.aspx  
Find information and discount tickets for top 
attractions and tours. Jungle Island, Miami 
Seaquarium, Go Miami Card—one-day, three- 
day, or five-day, Biscayne Bay harbor tours, 
swim with dolphins and more. Visit the 
website for more information.  

Ancient Spanish Monastery
16711 W. Dixie Highway,  
North Miami Beach    	
305/945-1461
www.SpanishMonastery.com

see the sights
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Built in Segovia, Spain, in 1141, the Monastery 
Cloister is the oldest building in the Western 
Hemisphere. Newspaper magnate William 
Randolph Hearst brought the pieces to America 
in 1925, and in 1952, Miami developers 
reassembled the monastery on its current site.

Angels Cypress Airboat Tours
15 miles west of Florida’s Turnpike on 
Tamiami Trail (US 41), Miami 
561/252-4030
www.CypressAirboats.com  
Offering private, fully custom airboat tours 
through the unique and beautiful Florida 
Everglades. Their private tours are led by 
an expert, certified captain with more than 
35 years of Everglades guide experience, 
operating top-of-the-line airboats. See wildlife 
including birds, animals, alligators—even 
rare and endangered species, up close in a 
natural, unspoiled setting. An unforgettable 
adventure with incredible photo opportu-
nities, available year-round. One, two, or  
three hours are available. Please check their 
website for directions.

Art Deco Historic District
c/o Miami Design Preservation League 
Art Deco Welcome Center & Gift Shop,
12th Street and Ocean Drive,  
Entrance on 12th Street, Miami Beach     	
305/672-2014
www.MDPL.org 
The nation’s largest 20th century Historic 
District on the National Register. The area 
features more than 800 historic buildings 
erected during the 1920s and 1930s, and 
contains a variety of architectural styles. 
Walking, bicycle, rollerblade and private 
group tours are available.
 
Biscayne National Park
9700 SW 328th St., Homestead     	
305/230-1100
www.NPS.gov/Bisc
A 53-foot glass-bottom boat and a 45- 
foot diving and snorkeling catamaran take 
adventurers across southern Biscayne Bay, 
through wilderness, mangrove creeks, islands, 
and out to tropical coral reefs teeming with 
sea life. Family snorkeling and scuba diving 
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available. Canoe and kayak rentals, picnic 
area, walking trails, fishing, camping and 
shower facilities available. Reservations 
required. Beautiful waterfront visitor center 
offers exhibits, films and information.
 
Biscayne Nature Center
Marjory Stoneman Douglas
Biscayne Nature Center, Crandon Park,
6767 Crandon Blvd., Key Biscayne     	
305/361-6767
www.BiscayneNatureCenter.org
Offers hands-on marine exploration, coastal 
hammock hikes, fossil-rock reef walks, 
local history lectures and beach walks. 
Marine exploration trips scheduled at low 
tide only.  All trips led by a naturalist guide. 
Reservations required.

Cauley Square Historic Village
22400 Old Dixie Highway, Miami     	
305/258-3543
www.CauleySquare.com
This nostalgic village offers a glimpse of 
Old South Florida at its best. Its quaint 

cottages have been restored into a 
labyrinth of antique and specialty shops,  
featuring unique items to delight the 
discerning shopper.
 
Coopertown Airboat Rides and Restaurant
22700 SW 8th St., Miami     	
305/226-6048
www.CooperTownAirboats.com

Offering airboat rides and alligator 
exhibitions since 1945. Professional 
guides lead tours through Hardwood 
Hammock to see national wildlife in its 
native Everglades environment. Just 11 
miles west of Florida’s Turnpike. Gift 
shop and restaurant with a menu that 
includes frog legs and gator tail.
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Coral Castle
28655 S. Dixie Highway, Homestead     	
305/248-6345
www.CoralCastle.com
This quirky monument is one of Greater 
Miami’s more unusual attractions. Giant 
pieces of coral rock were carved into a 
variety of objects by Edward Leedskalnin 
in the 1920s, as a tribute to unrequited 
love. The construction techniques behind 
this mystery garden of fantastic coral 
sculptures continue to baffle experts 
and visitors. This attraction has been 
featured in hundreds of newspaper and 
magazine articles.

Coral Gables Merrick House
907 Coral Way, Coral Gables     	
305/460-5095
www.CoralGables.com
This is the boyhood home of George E. 
Merrick, founder and developer of the City 
of Coral Gables. This historic landmark 
house originally began as an 1899 frame 
house which was added onto in 1907. 

The house has been restored to the 1920s 
period and filled with the Merrick family’s 
art, furniture and personal treasures.

Deering Estate at Cutler
16701 SW 72nd Ave., Miami     	
305/235-1668
www.DeeringEstate.org
This is one of the most beautiful and 
unique parks in South Florida. More than 
450 acres, offering tours of endangered 
natural areas, historic and archaeological 
sites, guided canoe trips to Chicken Key, 
recreational facilities and a breathtaking 
view of Biscayne Bay. The park contains  
the restored Richmond Cottage, portions 
of which date back to 1896, and the 
Mediterranean Revival winter home of 
Charles Deering, completed in 1922.

Everglades Alligator Farm
40351 SW 192nd Ave.,  
Florida City 
305/247-2628
www.Everglades.com

Explore the Everglades on a thrilling 
airboat tour and enjoy live shows every 
hour featuring alligators and snakes.

Everglades National Park
40001 State Road 9336, Homestead     	
305/242-7700
www.NPS.gov/Ever
The third largest national park in the 
Continental U.S., encompassing 1.5 
million acres of rare and beautiful 
ecosystems. The park contains a visitor 
center, nature trails, a full-service marina, 
boat-launching ramps, boat rentals and 
camping facilities.

Everglades Safari Park
26700 SW 8th St. (Tamiami Trail),
Miami
305/226-6923
www.EvSafariPark.com
Features an alligator farm and show, 
guided airboat rides, a jungle trail, an 
interpretive center, a restaurant and a 
gift shop. Private tours available.

GoGayMiami.com 
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Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables     	
305/667-1651
www.FairchildGarden.org
This premier conservation and education-
based garden and recognized interna-
tional leader in conservation is dedicated 
to exploring, explaining and conserving 
the world of tropical plants. It houses 
the National Palm Collection, has the 
world’s greatest living collection of palms  
and cycads; an education program 
reaching more than 30,000 school 
children per year; hosts popular events 
like the International Mango and Orchid 
Festivals, the Ramble, concerts, affili-
ated plant society shows and sales; and 
is a not-for-profit organization relying on 
the support of its 40,000 members and 
benefactors. It hosts major events such 
as Lichtenstein at Fairchild in 2008 and 
Chihuly at Fairchild in 2005 and 2006.

Fruit & Spice Park 
24801 SW 187th Ave., Homestead     	
305/247-5727
www.FruitandSpicePark.org
Established in 1944, this tropical paradise 
is nestled in the heart of the Redland 
District, just 35 miles south of Downtown 
Miami. More than 500 varieties of 
exotic fruits, herbs, spices and nuts from 
throughout the world are found in this 
lush 39-acre park. 

Go Miami Card by Smart Destinations 
800/887-9103
www.GoMiamiCard.com
Miami’s multi-attraction pass featuring 
more than 40 Miami area attractions 
plus discounts on shopping and dining. 
Customers may choose from one, two, 
three, five or seven days of unlimited 
admission to Miami’s very best attractions, 
museums, tours and cruises, and have 
two weeks to use it. The card gives visitors 
the ultimate tailor-made destination 
experience at a great value. Attractions 

include Miami Seaquarium, Jungle Island, 
Duck Tours and many more.

Grapeland Water Park
1550 NW 37th Ave., Miami	
305/960-2950
www.MiamiGov.com/Parks/Pages/
Grapeland.asp
This family-friendly water park features 
four pools with slides, tube rides and 
recreational swimming. Pirates Plunge 
has slides and shallow water for kids 5 and 
under; Shipwreck Island has fast slides for 
kids 6 and older; Captain’s Lagoon is a large 
recreational pool for the whole family; and 
the Buccaneer River Ride is a tube ride 
that winds around the whole park.

Island Queen Cruises Inc.
Boat Location: Bayside Marketplace
Office: 555 NE 15th St., Suite 102, Miami 
www.IslandQueenCruises.com  
Sit back and relax for an unforgettable 
bilingual narrated sightseeing cruise  
along scenic Biscayne Bay. See Miami’s 



spectacular coastal sites including the 
beautiful Downtown Miami skyline, 
the Port of Miami, Fisher Island, Miami 
Beach and “Millionaire’s Row”—the homes 
of the rich and famous. Beverages and 
light snacks are available for purchase 
onboard during this 90 minute cruise. 
All of their modern yachts feature an 
air-conditioned lower salon, enclosed in 
picture windows, as well as an upper-
deck where guests may take in the fresh 
ocean breeze under a protective awning.

Jungle Island
1111 Parrot Jungle Trail, Miami    	  
305/400-7000
www.JungleIsland.com
See great animal shows: Winged Wonders, 
their world-famous bird show; Tale of the 
Tiger with awesome tigers and much more; 
and Gator X-treme, which brings man 
face-to-face with alligators in a thrilling 
encounter both in the water and out. If 
that’s not enough, encounter exotic animals 
like their twin orangutans; a 20-foot,  

2,000 pound crocosaurus; their liger—
part lion and part tiger, and many more 
fantastic exhibits and events. Come see 
their  newest attraction “The Hippo”—a  
168-foot slide, located on their private  
beach. Visit with their new baby red 
kangaroos and see their South African 
penguins. For hands-on activities, visit the 
petting barn, feed the birds; and don’t forget 
to ask about the Jungle Encounter and 
VIP Safari Tours—a hands-on face-to-
face experience with the animals.

Miami Children’s Museum
980 MacArthur Causeway, Miami
305/373-5437
www.MiamiChildrensMuseum.org  
Includes 14 galleries, classrooms, parent/ 
teacher resource center, Kid Smart  
educational gift shop, 200-seat auditorium 
and Subway restaurant. The museum 
offers hundreds of bilingual, interactive 
exhibits; programs and classes and 
learning materials related to arts, culture, 
community and communication.
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Miami Metrozoo 
12400 SW 152nd St., Miami     	
305/251-0400
www.MiamiMetroZoo.com
Rated one of the top 10 zoos in the U.S. 
by Tripadvisor.com in 2008, this 300-acre 
cageless zoo showcases more than 
1,200 animals in large open-air exhibits. 
Things to do and see include: Amazon 
and Beyond, a 27-acre, $50 million 
exhibit, Wings of Asia Aviary, Dr. Wilde’s 
World, Samburu Giraffe Feeding Station, 
Humpy’s Camel Rides, and Zookeeper 
encounters throughout the day. Rent a 
Safari Cycle, ride the monorail or take a  
tram tour to see the zoo. Picnic and party 
facilities are available. 

Miami Seaquarium 
4400 Rickenbacker Causeway,  
Key Biscayne 
305/361-5705
www.MiamiSeaquarium.com
Enjoy 38 acres of entertainment, great 
shows and exhibits. Home of Lolita, the 

Killer Whale and TV superstar, Flipper. 
Laugh with the island adventures of Salty, 
the Sea Lion, and thrill to the power, 
grace and beauty of dolphins performing 
with Lolita. An exciting two-hour program 
lets visitors slip into a wet suit and enter 
the world-famous Flipper Lagoon for an 
up-close encounter with dolphins. See 
Nile Crocodiles at Discovery Bay, and 
the new Salty’s Pirate Playground.

Monkey Jungle 
14805 SW 216th St., Miami      	
305/235-1611
www.MonkeyJungle.com
Escape on a jungle safari. Explore the  
wilds of South America, Asia and Africa. 
Witness crab-eating monkeys diving for 
treats. Delve into the lush, tropical 
Amazonian rain forest filled with hundreds  
of exotic monkeys. Also contains one of the 
richest fossil deposits in Southern Florida, 
with more than 5,000 specimens. New 
exhibit includes rare Amazon parrots, 
the Cameroon Jungle and the Mandrill 

Baboons. Offers continuous presentations, 
snack bar and gift shop.
  
Pinecrest Gardens
11000 SW 57th Ave., Pinecrest      	
305/669-6942
www.PinecrestGardens.com
This 22-acre site includes a botanical 
garden, petting zoo, Splash ‘N’ Play water 
playground, butterfly exhibit, playground, 
amphitheaters and community rooms. It 
also hosts weddings and private parties.

Richard Petty Driving Experience
Homestead-Miami Speedway,
1 Speedway Blvd., Homestead	
800/237-3889
www.1800BePetty.com
Offer guests the opportunity to ride or drive 
an authentic NASCAR Nextel Cup-style 
race car. Options include the Ride-along 
experience, Rookie Experience, Kings 
Experience and Experience of a Lifetime. 
Driving programs last for three hours, 
riding programs generally from 15-30 
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minutes. Call for scheduled dates at 
Homestead-Miami Speedway.

Schnebly Redland’s Winery
30205 SW 217th Ave., Homestead                 
305/242-1224
www.SchneblyWinery.com
This winery in the Redland tropical 
countryside offers tours and wine 
tastings around natural coral waterfalls 
surrounded by lush tropical foliage. 
Visitors can compare the taste of lychee, 
passion fruit, carambola, guava and mango 
wines, just to name a few. This is the 
southernmost winery in the Continental 
U.S., handcrafting tropical wines without 
using grapes.

Venetian Pool 
2701 DeSoto Blvd., Coral Gables               
305/460-5306
www.VenetianPool.com
A Venetian-style lagoon carved out of 
coral rock, this historic landmark and 
swimming pool features caves, stone 

bridges and waterfalls. Operates year- 
round. Call for information on rates and 
hours of operation. Closed Mondays. 
Children must be at least 38 inches tall
or show proof that they are 3 years old.

Vizcaya Museum & Gardens
3251 S. Miami Ave., Coconut Grove	
305/250-9133
www.VizcayaMuseum.org

Vizcaya was built by agricultural industri-
alist James Deering, who wintered on 
the property from 1916 to 1925. Today, 
the extraordinary European-inspired 
estate and National Historic Landmark 
includes a house filled with art and 
furnishings, and 10 acres of gardens on 
Biscayne Bay.

GoGayMiami.com 
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Aqua Foundation for Women  
(Aqua Girl)
3510 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 205
Miami, FL 33137
Contact: Vivian LaMadrid,  
Executive Director 
305/576-2782
vivian@aquafoundation.org

Dade Community Foundation 
The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Projects Fund
200 S. Biscayne Blvd., Suite 505
Miami, FL 33131
Contact: Jerry Chasen,  
Chair, Advisory Committee 
305/377-0718
jchasen@bellsouth.net

Equality Florida
3510 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 205
Miami, FL 33137
Contact: Stratton Pollitzer,  
South Florida Director 
954/682-6094
stratton@eqfl.org

Lambda Legal
1447 Peachtree St., NE,  
Suite 1004  
Atlanta, GA 30309-3027
Contact: Rick Hill 
786/473-6126
rhill@lambdalegal.org

Miami Beach Gay Pride
Contact: Cindy Brown 
786/210-0613
cbrown5743@aol.com

Miami-Dade Gay & Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce
3510 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 205
Miami, FL 33137
Contact: Steven Adkins,  
President  
305/573-4000
mdglcc@bellsouth.net

Miami Gay & Lesbian  
Film Festival
1521 Alton Road, Suite 147
Miami Beach, FL 33139
Contact: Franc Castro,  
Chairman  
786/376-1627
info@mglff.com

Miami Gay Men’s Chorus
P.O. Box 190209
Miami Beach, FL 33119-0209
Contact: Peter Reinoso 
786/269-5294
tenorsduebetter@yahoo.com

National Center for  
Lesbian Rights
National Advisory Board
Contact: Yesi Leon,  
National Advisory Board Member 
305/495-6969
yesi@pandoraevents.com

National Gay & Lesbian  
Task Force (Winter Party)
3510 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 202
Miami, FL 33137
Contact: Michael Bath,  
Special Events Manager 
305/571-1924
mbath@thetaskforce.org

Pridelines Youth Services
Contact: Luigi Ferrer,  
Executive Director  
305/571-9601
luigi@pridelines.org

Safe Schools
P.O. Box 347321
Coral Gables, FL 33234
Contact: Robert Loupo,  
Executive Director SF  
305/576-2126
rloupo@aol.com

SAVE  
(Safeguarding American Values 
for Everyone)
6445 NE 7th Ave.
Miami, FL 33137
Contact: CJ Ortuno,  
Executive Director  
305/751-7283
CJ@savedade.org

South Florida Family Pride 
(Broward and Miami-Dade 
Counties)
michael@southfloridafamily 
pride.com
gayfamilies-subscribe@yahoo 
groups.com

resources & acknowledgments
Miami-Dade LGBT Community Organizations



Unity Coalition/Coalicio Unida
Contact: Herb Sosa,  
Director  
786/356-1665 or  
786/271-6982
www.unitycoalition.org or  
www.coaliciounida.org

Yes Institute
5275 Sunset Drive
Miami, FL 33143
Contact: Rachel Sotille,  
Executive Director  
305/663-7195
rachel@yesinstitute.org

Borinquen Clinic
Contact: Gamaliel Rivera 
305/576-6611
grivera@borinquenhealth.org

Care Resource 
(White Party)
3510 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 300
Miami, FL 33137
Contact: Rick Siclari,  
Executive Director  
305/576-1234 x206
rsiclari@careresource.org

Hispanic AIDS  
Awareness Program
2250 Coral Way, Suite 301
Miami, FL 33145
Contact: Esther Tellechea,  
Executive Director  
305/860-0780
haap@emservices.com

SoBe Aids Project
1234 Washington Ave., Suite 200 
Miami Beach, FL 33139
Contact: Charles Martin,  
Executive Director  
305/535-4733
charlesm@sobeaids.org

Switchboard Miami 
Contact: Catherine Penrod 
305/358-1640
cpenrod@switchboardmiami.org

Union Positiva
1901 SW 1st St., 3rd Floor
Miami, FL 33135
Contact: Ramon Soto 
305/644-0667
rsoto@unionpositiva.org

The Village South
3050 Biscayne Blvd., 9th Floor
Miami, FL 33137
305/573-3784
info@villagesouth.com
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Miami Beach
Declaration of Domestic Partnership forms can be downloaded  
online at: 
http://Web.MiamiBeachFL.gov/CityClerk/Default.aspx?id=14068

Registration is available Monday-Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to  
5 p.m. at Miami Beach City Hall, City Clerk’s Office, 1st floor, 
1700 Convention Center Drive, Miami Beach, FL 33139.  
Registration fee is $50 per couple. For more information, contact 
the City Clerk’s Office at 305/673-7411. 

Miami-Dade County
Declaration of Domestic Partnership forms can be downloaded 
online at: www.MiamiDade.gov/CSD/Domestic_Partnership.asp

You can also obtain a declaration from the Miami-Dade County 
Consumer Services Department at 140 W. Flagler St., 9th Floor, 
in Downtown Miami. Both partners must sign the application 
before a Notary Public.   

domestic partnership registry

If applying by mail:
Send the completed, notarized application and a check or money 
order made payable to Board of County Commissioners to the 
following address:
Consumer Services Department
Domestic Partner Registration
Consumer Protection Division
140 W. Flagler St., Room 902
Miami, FL 33130

If applying in person:
Bring the completed, notarized application and check or money 
order made payable to Board of County Commissioners (Visa 
and MasterCard are also accepted if applying in-person) to the 
following address:
Consumer Services Department
Consumer Protection Division
140 W. Flagler St., 9th Floor
Miami, FL 33130

The City of Miami Beach and Miami-Dade County have both adopted legislation that affords certain rights and benefits to qualified 
long-term committed relationships. Partners need not be Miami Beach or Miami-Dade County residents. 
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